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At this time Leicester appears to have been negotiating
a marriage contract between the lad at Christ Church
and Anno Cecil, daughter of Lord Burloigh. Articles
had boon drawn up. But the matter fell through; the
powerful Secretary of State judging that he could make
a better match for his girl than with the son of a needy
knight, whose expectations of succeeding to Leicester's
estate wore problematical. Politely but plainly ho ex-
tricatcd himself from the engagement, and bestowed
Anne upon Edward do Voro, the dissolute and brutal
Karl of Oxford. This passage in the life of Sidney is
insignificant That the boy of sixteen could have
entertained any strong fooling for his projected bride will
hardly admit of belief. One of bis biographers, however,
notices that about the time when the matter terminated
in Anne's betrothal to the Earl of Oxford, Philip fell
into bad health, Leicester had to obtain permisson for
him to eat flesh in Lent from no less a personage than
Doctor Parker, the Archbishop of Canterbury,Inn
